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2015 was a year of both change and success for the Battlefords Boys and Girls Club. With Sheri’s departure from
the Battlefords, I was welcomed into the Club in July. This was both an exciting and anxious time for me- I had never worked
with a non-profit organization before, but was ready for the challenge ahead. It seemed like in a blink of an eye, we saw the
closure of 2015 and as I look back on the months, it is evident this was a year of growth for us.
We were blessed with high quality staff who delivered high quality services and programs to the children, youth and
families of the Battlefords. This was very apparent when we saw our number of children attending almost double from the
previous year. It became very common to have 30-45 children in attendance on a regular basis at our main site location after
school. From having maybe five children in attendance for our Saturday programming in the past, we had upwards of 20 children attending our weekend programming. We were fortunate to be able to also double our Supper Program by offering four
days per week (vs two days last year) of Supper for the children and youth at the Club. This was made possible by expanded
partnerships with Innovation Credit Union and Midwest Food Resource Project Inc. Thanks to Innovation Credit Union, we
are able to offer Wednesday night Grub Club and because of Midwest Food Resource Project Inc., we offer Feed Me Fridays. As with last year, we continue to receive incredible support from our local restaurants who make it possible to feed the
children and youth suppers on Tuesdays and Thursdays. I have no doubt this added nutrition has impacted the number of
children attending our main site location which reaffirms the need for our services in our community.
Expanding our nutrition was just the start of our revitalized programming. In October, we offered the first ever HipHop Dance Program to be held right at the Club sponsored by Battleford Furniture. For eight weeks, we held two dance classes each week and were lucky enough to have Miss Alex Cook as our dance instructor. Furthermore, we continued to offer,
but improved upon our Indoor Hockey and Soccer Leagues. Kids in the Kitchen also continued this year, but as with our
physical activities, this too was adjusted to further meet the needs of our children attending.
Family involvement and engagement is crucial to the success of the children/youth attending our programming. With
that, we added an annual Thanksgiving Supper for our children/youth and their families. For 2015 being our first event, we
were amazed at the support we received from the community (turkeys were donated by B&D Meats) and the number of attendees (we fed approximately 70 people). As with previous years, we also hosted our annual Christmas Supper for the children and their families. In addition to these events, we’ve increased staff engagement with families and I’ve had many parent
meetings to discuss their child’s needs and how we, at the Battlefords Boys and Girls Club, can meet those needs. This has
improved our parent/staff relationships and parent confidence in our ability to work with their children. Again, this wouldn’t be
possible without our amazing program staff.
As I’ve now mentioned a few times, we could not offer what we do without the staff we currently employ. From our
contract Cleaner, Program Leaders, Program Supervisors, Director of Programs, Nutrition Coordinator to Executive Assistant,
we are incredibly lucky to have such dedicated, passionate and loyal staff. These individuals work hard for those we serve
and continue to give their time (even volunteer their time) in order to make a difference in the lives of the children and youth
in our community.
Community involvement and partnerships are also crucial to the success of our organization. Without the many partners, sponsors and donors within our community, we would not be able to continue operating, never mind expand and offer
high quality programs and services to some of our most vulnerable members of society- our children. Rebuilding, strengthening and developing working relationships has been a major part of my work thus far and I look forward to continuing this.
Lastly, our Board of Directors. Without these devoted and motivated individuals leading me in my work and our organization as a whole, we would not have the credibility and integrity we have in our community. With that, thank you for the
support you’ve shown me during the transition into my new role as the Executive Director. I couldn’t have done it without
you! Like I say to our children when you attend the Club, you truly are the friends of our organization and I hope you realize
the impact you are helping us make on the future of our community- the children and youth. Great futures start here!
Sincerely,

Nicole Combres
Executive Director

CORE
VALUES
Belonging
Respect
Encouragement

Working Together
Speaking Out
________________________
OUR MISSION
The mission of all Boys and Girls Clubs in
Canada is to provide a safe, supportive
place where children and youth can experience new opportunities, overcome barriers,
build positive relationships and develop
confidence and skills for life. Developing
our children…Building our Future…a good
place to be!

______________________
WHO WE ARE
The Battlefords Boys & Girls Club is a nonprofit agency created to provide for the recreational, cultural, educational, and social
needs of all children 5– 14 years of age in
our community.
We work to provide opportunities where
children can socialize with one another in a
safe and nurturing environment.
The Battlefords Boys and Girls Club was established in November 1976 and has been
serving our community ever since.
________________________________________________
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Partnership Highlights
Midwest Food Resource Project Inc.
Thanks to our ongoing partnership with Midwest Food Resource Project Inc. we were able to continue offering Kids in
the Kitchen at our main site location. This program provides
children an opportunity to learn the basics of food preparation and cooking. As an added bonus, the participants take
home enough portions for their family of the meal they’ve
cooked!
Also thanks to this partnership, we were able to begin offering Feed Me Fridays starting in December. With this, the
children at the main site are provided supper program each
and every Friday!

Great futures

Innovation Credit Union
This year we expanded our partnership with Innovation
Credit Union and we couldn’t be more excited about the
outcome! Thanks to Innovation Credit Union, we are now
able to offer Grub Club which is a supper program held on
Wednesdays at our main site location. Here, our Nutrition
Coordinator cooks a nutritious meal and Innovation Credit
Union employees volunteer their time weekly to help
serve our children. Innovation also helped us financially
with our Christmas Party and radio advertising for our
Winter Parade. Whether the assistance is financially or
with volunteers, we appreciate Innovation’s support!

start here.

Canadian Tire Jumpstart
Corresponding to our Boys and Girls Club Mission, Canadian
Tire Jumpstart helps reduce financial barriers to getting children active. Because of this, Canadian Tire Jumpstart continues to support our members with programs in the community in addition to helping us provide our members with our
Indoor Hockey League and Indoor Soccer League FREE of
charge!

For more information visit our website
www.battlefordsboysandgirlsclub.ca

Special Programs

Our Major Fundraisers

Summer Adventure Day Camp

Capital One Race for Kids

Our Summer Camps are a great way to stay active and enjoy the outdoors.
We provide high activity outdoor fun! These activities range from crafts,
playing at the on-site splash park and playground, relay races, out trips, water games and much more! We would like to thank our amazing Summer
staff that help make this program a success.

Capital One Race for Kids is an urban, adventure race where you have a chance to return to the
best adventures of childhood, all while raising funds for all kids to have the same opportunity.
All funds raised from this event goes right back to our programming for the kids here
in the Battlefords.
Teams of four compete in 10 themed challenging checkpoints in a race to the finish line.

Kids in the Kitchen
Kids in the Kitchen is a program where children learn the basics of
cooking a nutritional meal in a fun and educational setting. At the end of
the session the children take home the meal they cooked for their family
to enjoy. Our Nutrition Coordinator, along with Midwest Food Resource
Project Inc. staff facilitate this high quality kids program!

Indoor Soccer Program
Battlefords Boys and Girls Club Indoor Soccer Program program is an 8 week program designed to provide
soccer skill development, teamwork, sportsmanship and
most importantly, FUN!

Indoor Hockey Program

Annual Boys & Girls Club Gala

Our Indoor Hockey Program gives children in our community the
opportunity to build and develop beginner hockey skills. The program ran
for 12 weeks through the winter. We would like to give a big thanks to
Canadian Tire Jumpstart and the City of North Battleford! Thanks to their
support, we are able to offer this program at no charge and provide our
children with the equipment needed.

Gala is a great evening which includes a delicious supper sponsored by the Gold Ridge
Center, a Silent and Live Auction where all prizes and items are generously donated by local businesses and citizens! There are also many different raffles which are also provided
by our generous donors.

Dance Program

Our Annual Gala is one of our major fundraisers throughout the year that we rely on in order to continue providing programs for the children and youth of the Community. All proceeds from our Gala go directly to the club which helps us to serve the youth and provide
them with a safe and fun place to be!

Thanks to the generous support of Battleford Furniture, we were
able to offer our first ever Hip-Hop Dance Program right in our
Club gymnasium. Our children and youth were given the opportunity to join in on the fun and exciting group that met once a
week for 8 weeks at no charge.

We thank everyone who has been a part of our Annual Gala and look forward to putting
the funds raised to good use for the children and youth!

Message from our Board Chair
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With another year in the books at our AGM in June of 2015 we marked many new beginnings in the history of Battlefords Boys and Girls Club with our new
Executive Director, Nicole Combres, taking the reins of the club in July 2015.

With new leadership and energy inside our club we were able to achieve the following:
“Grub Club” – sponsored by Innovation Credit Union
PD Day Camps
“Capitol One – Race for Kids”
“Thanksgiving Supper” – Our first and it turned out fantastic “Thanks Mary”
“Hip Hop” dance program – sponsored by Battlefords Furniture
North West Regional College Fall Fair – we had a “POSITIVE” presence there
15th Annual Gala – Thanks to our major sponsor “Gold Eagle Casino”
Battlefords 6th Annual Downtown Christmas Festival and Parade
“Feed Me Friday” – sponsored by Midwest Food Resources
“Christmas Supper” – sponsored by Santa and his Helpers
“Hockey Program” – delivered with a heart of gold by Bill Ironstand
“Take it Easy Program”
“Community Air Time Award” – given by our local radio stations in partnership with Norsask Farm Equipment
Nicole and her staff continued to be a force of nature in the community building and renewing networks of support with as many agencies that would connect
with the Club. These relationships are integral to our ability to provide services to the children in our community. The support from local business owners, corporate sponsors and families who have dedicated themselves to supporting the endeavors of the club are appreciated every day that we are able to provide
programs and meals to the children who are so deserving of a safe place to be. Nicole has also enhanced our Marketing by learning from a staff member at
Northwest Community Futures and by developing a relationship with Nathaniel Puffault who continues to provide ongoing marketing assistance. This has improved our Social Media presence and marketing plan for the future.
We have also had a full scale revitalization of our computer programs, servers and security monitoring systems at the club. As Nicole sought to troubleshoot
areas of concern she looked long term and has remedied many areas of vulnerability for the Club making it safer for all.
“STAFF” – Our office staff and program staff at the main site as well as the satellite sites have done an amazing job throughout the year providing programs and
support to the children and families of our Community. Without their dedication and support to the Club we would not be able to provide such a high level of
service. The Board cannot thank you enough for all that you do!!
Nicole has engaged a great deal of training and in turn provided support to all the employees throughout the year through personal leadership as well as onsite
training. Some training events were the FASD workshop, Flex Your Head training, Personal Safety and Healthy Child Development, Learning for Leaders, Wicihitowin Speaker Series: Engaging the Aboriginal Community. Nicole has demonstrated sound stewardship by investing in our employees and providing ongoing
training opportunities which enhances everyone’s experiences.
NATIONAL CONFERENCE, Kelowna, BC – May 2016
What an honor it was to be a representative at the national conference and share the experience with Nicole and Brittni. This has been the highlight of my year
as far as experiences go by being around an overwhelmingly positive group of people who have devoted their time and for many their lives to improving the
lives of children in their communities and across our country. The conference was definitely national calibre and brought home to me that the Boys and Girls
Club is an enormous family with everyone pulling in the same direction.
We are saying goodbye to Mary Mann this year and would like to thank her for all the positive contributions she has provided to the Club and children. Her position has been filled by Katheryn McEachern and I would like to extend a welcome to her on behalf of the Board.
It has been a great year with challenges that have allowed all of us to grow and become better custodians of our Club and Community.
I would like to thank Nicole and her staff as well as the board members for their tireless efforts which provide HOPE to those who need it most.
Respectfully,
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